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the founder's death: but his external relation to it cannot have been unfriendly, for during the next year he contributed to its representative journal (le Producteur) two considerable essays : viz. in November 1825, Considerationsphilosophiques sur les Sciences et les Savants; and in March, 1826, Considerations sur UPouvoir Spiritual^. In the following month he opened, at his private lodgings, the course of lectures which constitute at once his fundamental and his crowning work, before an audience including Alexander von Hum-boldt, De Blainville, and Poinsot. It sums up, he tells us, the results of his studies since he left the Poly technique2. As the last six of the ten intervening years present him to us in unbroken literary co-operation with the St. Simonians, it is less surprising that they should refer some kindling of his genius to the inspiration of their leader, than that he should resent the claim, and fiercely denounce him as c a depraved juggler' (un jongleur de'prave*\ who had neither letters nor science, and had done him nothing but mischief, except by confirming his conviction, already obtained from the economists, of the growing social importance of the modern industrial development. It is impossible, at present, to pronounce upon these conflicting assertions of originality; but, to prepare the way, a few words must tell the forgotten story of the St. Simonian sect, so far as it illustrates the relations between the two philosophers.
Its founder (Claude Henri), grandson of the Duke who was the friend of Fe*nelon and author of the 'Memoirs of the Court of France under Louis XIV. and his Successors,' was born in 1760, and received, from D'Alembert and other eminent teachers, the liberal education due to his rank. A mixed impulse, of generous sympathy and eagerness for personal distinction, carried him at the age of seventeen into the army of Washington in the colonial struggle for independence. The close of the war and the death of his
1  St. Simon's Preface to Comte's Systeme, GEuvres XXXVIII. Cate-chisme, $me Cahier, and pp. 137. 177.
2  PhiL Pos. I. v.; VI. ix, x.                3 Pol. Pos. III. Pref. xv, xvi.